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[image: image7.emf]Hi, my name is Robbi Hodson, and t he first quarter of 2007 has produced some changes  on the board of directors.  In January I was elected to the office of vice president of the  association.  In March, Art Bernard decided that he needed to step down from th e  president’s position and after another vote I was moved into the president’s position.     I have lived in Sweetwater Village for almost 15 years.  When I f irst moved in  there were  only three houses on my street.  I have seen the neighborhood grow and the  development  expand.  I have not always taken an active part in the homeowners association, but  became interested in it when the new development began up by Lake  Jo anna.   I was  concerned with how this new influx of homes and people would affect our lives an d  decided to take an active roll in trying to insure that we are able to maintain our  neighborhood as it is.   I am hoping that I can help to affect some positive changes in the  Association  and am pleased with the ideas and efforts that the board is making  to begin  those changes.   Having said  that  let me say this.  The board of directors consists of seven members of the  association.   We constantly receive e - mails, phone calls and member input at the monthly  meetings saying that ‘the association’ should do thi s or ‘the association’ should do that.   As the board of directors we look at these items and do our best to attend to them.   However, the board of directors is only seven people; ‘the association’ is the entire  community, you are ‘the association’.  The pr ojects and the work that needs to be done  and that some of you have said you would like to see done often times require a good  deal of time and energy.  Just like each of you, each member of the board has their own  life, their own home, and family and job  that they have to take care of.  Being on the  board is not the only thing that we do.    The  success  of this  association will  depend on the   involvement  o f   the general membership.  Your participation at the monthly meetings,  your involvement in projects aroun d the community, your positive feedback on the things  that board gets right are all keys to having a successful association.   There are maintenance issues that come up, and while we do have a maintenance person  that we pay to do work around the neighborhood  for us; he only has so many hours in the  day, and the money that we pay him only goes so far.  Having the general membership  chip in on some of these projects will help to keep our expenses down and allow us to  spend that money in other areas that need at tention.  We are looking at some projects  coming up that involve the lake area.  There is plenty of work to be done up there and  plenty of simple things that anyone can do to help us ma i ntain the area.   It has been  suggested that we s tart a neighborhood wa tch program .    T he success of this will rely  totally on community involvement.   Someone is always sending in a complaint about  something in the neighborhood, and that is fine.  But, I would ask that along with your  complaint, offer some suggestions on how t he problem can be solved and get involved  with  the resolution of the situation.   This is your neighborhood and your association.  You are the driving force behind it, and  without you and your participation we will be less than successful.  I hope to see eac h of  you at the next association meeting.     Thanks, Robbi Hodson  
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Sweetwater Village


     Landowners                


      Association


7224 Bayou George Dr


Panama City, Fl. 32404














    Monthly Board of 


Directors Meeting





Every first Saturday


Of the Month


With exception of 


Holiday weekends


In that case meetings


Will be held the 


Following Saturday





All Homeowners are


Welcomed


And encouraged to 


Attend





Meetings are held at the Pavilion





Meetings are called to order at 9:00am





We look forward to seeing you there!


 


Up coming Dates are:





May 5th


June 2nd


July 7th


August 4th


September 1st


October 6th


November 3rd


December 1st





























Introductions Are In Order
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On Line Services





Contact Information





Reserve Pavilion





Report Violations





Update Owner 


Information





Key and Pass


Request forms





All Association


Documents


By-Laws


Rules & Restrictions


Covenants & Restrictions for all


North’s Phases


Also for 


Sweetwater South





www.sweetwatervillage.com


























Need to make changes to the outside of your Property, add an addition, cut down a tree or build a fence? Be sure to follow the procedures in the documents:





1. Draw up plans concerning your project and show placement, size materials completion time and any other information necessary.





2. Submit your request to the Board of Directors and Architecture committee for approval.





3. Once approval is given, don't forget to check if there is any state or local permits required before construction begins.





4. Happy Hammering!





Failure to receive approval for changes may cause property owner to be subject to legal remedies.
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Important...





Remember there's no speeding anywhere! Sweetwater Village North and South's Posted speed limits are 20 MPH.





CHILDREN


AT          


PLAY!











Spring 2007 Yard Sale





It’s a little late this year; nevertheless I believe that it will be successful for any of you who wish to participate.





June 2nd 





An ad will be placed in the News Herald giving notice of the event.


Clean those closets and dig out from under the bed, the best way to make room for new stuff is sale the old stuff.


Have fun and Good Selling to All!!





                                             �
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In the Works





    We are doing everything we can to help Sweetwater Village to be the best it can be. But without the participation of the members of the association (that’s all of you) nothing is going to change. 


    The board is made up of seven association members just like you; all though we do our best we can’t do everything as some of you think.  


    The latest is to start a Neighborhood watch.  Alfred Ford who is an association member has volunteered to head up and direct the project. He and I are looking into getting the advice of law enforcement so it can be setup and run correctly. 


     Mr. Ford is only one man and can’t make this work on his own it will take your participation to make it a success.  If you are tired of the vandalism or break-ins or any other criminal acts that have been going on, please contact Mr. Ford with a little help this could solve a lot of problems please call 769-9139.


 


     We also are looking into getting speed bumps to stop the speeding though the Village.


 


Won't you volunteer to help to have a better and safer place to live?





Billie Huninghake                                        


Board Member





                                                            �


























Sweetwater Village Landowners Association, Inc


7224 Bayou George Drive


Panama City, FL. 32404








Vice Presidents Post


Ok Sweetwater Landowners, 





   The board needs your help :) Vandalism is getting way out of control at the pavilion/park area. It seams that some kids are determined to turn the area into a skateboard park, and others are just trying to tear it down as well as some adults participating in there own share of vandalism. 


   First I would like to remind all the landowners that it's your money that's being spent to fix the damage (I.E. an answer to the question "Where are my dues being spent?). Please keep your kids under control and for the adults doing it, quit acting like kids and keep yourselves under control. 


   That brings us to the second point. We are arranging to have a closer eye kept on the park area and any person caught vandalizing it WILL be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. It won't matter if the person in question is a minor or an adult, they WILL be prosecuted. It is getting very old having to repair the gate after people tear it off its hinges, etc.... We are looking into video surveillance and personnel with cameras to try to curb this problem. 


   The final point I would like to raise is to ask the landowners for some help. We are trying to find a family/person of good moral character to move into the park/pavilion area as a deterrent to the vandalism. The board has not had much luck in finding someone and we are asking the landowners for help. If you know of someone who may be interested please let us know. They would have to have their own motorhome/5th wheel to place on site, and they would have to pay for the utilities they use as well as their own property insurance, but their would be no lot fee charged, no yearly dues to pay and they would be able to use the facilities. They would have to pass a background check and be responsible, morale people of good character. All we would ask is that they keep an eye on the place and call the law if needed to run people out if problems occur. If interested please contact the board as soon as possible. 


Thank you,





Art Bernard


Vice President SWVLOA 
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From the Desk of the Secretary/Treasurer





Hi everyone, by now most of you know who I am and possibly have even dealt with me on one issue or another for those new to the community my name is Diane J Reid and for one reason or another my personal life has been an open book to you. I once again find myself in a position that calls for more of my personal information to be released to you so here it goes.


Back in December I was diagnosed with cancer, I have since under gone four surgeries and for the past two months I have been into the Chemo phase of my treatment.


As always I have been willing to help anyone who has called on me and I have done my best to accomplish the requests made of me. 


I apologize for any late responses and or missed call’s that may have caused any inconvenience to any of you.


I have had help with the bookkeeping to maintain a steady stream of accounts, although some boo boo’s have been made there hasn’t been anything major, and I think that my helper has been doing a great job!


Starting this month my treatment is going to increase, which will cause me to be out of commission for the major part of the next few months.


I will not ask that you don’t call me just that you be patient in getting a response and that you work with whom ever may contact you.


Please bear in mind that the people trying to help me, don’t have the experience and practice at handling my work so mistake’s could be made but stop and realize that there is none that can’t be corrected, I will try and get back on my feet as soon as I can, personally I’m shooting for the first of August to be back in the groove! 


We have a great team of board members and they are all willing to do what ever they can, come to the meetings and join in it’s your home, your neighborhood, your pavilion and park, you are the Association. 


Make the best out of what you have!


I wish each and every one of you a…





�


Diane J Reid


Sec/Treasurer 









































Help Wanted





 


Board of Directors for Sweetwater Village





Looking for Association Members who care!





Come and work with us to make our Community the best that it can be.





Our Community family needs you!





Notice to Boat Owners





It has been brought to the attention of the board of directors that there have been some boats left in Lake Joanna.  These boats need to be removed or they may be deemed abandoned and will be removed and disposed of.  If this is your boat, please remove it from the lake.  You are more than welcome to bring the boat back the next time you would like to use it, but they may not be left unattended in the lake.  Should you choose to bring your boat back to the lake, please park only in the parking area around the pavilion and carry the boat to the water.  Do not drive onto the beach or past the white picket fence.


Please be mindful of the fact that the only access to the lake for the members of the association is through the pavilion area.  All other property around the lake is private property and the home owner has the right to call the police and report you for trespassing should you cross onto their property to get to the lake.  Please respect your neighbors and their properties, use only the pavilion area to access the lake.


There is a fifteen foot easement around the lake that you are welcome to walk on.  But again, the only access to that is through the pavilion area unless you own a piece of lakefront property.  There are to be no motorized vehicles on this fifteen foot easement, or past the white picket fence at the pavilion area. No motorized boats are allowed in the lake. Driving vehicles around the edges of the lake encourages erosion of the beach and shoreline.


Misuse of the lake and non-resident use of the lake and pavilion area is becoming a problem.  The police have been called in the past when trespassing has been a problem, and they will be called in the future as needed.  If you have told friends or neighbors about the lake and invited them to use it, you must be at the lake with them; they are not to be there without you.


Homeowner dues go to pay for the upkeep of the lake and pavilion area.  It is in all of our best interest not to let the area go to ruin.  Doing so will only cost each of us more in upkeep and maintenance of the area, and we have a lot of other work around the neighborhoods that the money could be spent on.





Art Bernard


Vice President


 �























































































































[image: image13.wmf][image: image14.png]


_1239551123.doc
Hi, my name is Robbi Hodson, and the first quarter of 2007 has produced some changes on the board of directors.  In January I was elected to the office of vice president of the association.  In March, Art Bernard decided that he needed to step down from the president’s position and after another vote I was moved into the president’s position.  


I have lived in Sweetwater Village for almost 15 years.  When I first moved in there were only three houses on my street.  I have seen the neighborhood grow and the development expand.  I have not always taken an active part in the homeowners association, but became interested in it when the new development began up by Lake Joanna.  I was concerned with how this new influx of homes and people would affect our lives and decided to take an active roll in trying to insure that we are able to maintain our neighborhood as it is.  I am hoping that I can help to affect some positive changes in the Association and am pleased with the ideas and efforts that the board is making to begin those changes.

Having said that let me say this.  The board of directors consists of seven members of the association.  We constantly receive e-mails, phone calls and member input at the monthly meetings saying that ‘the association’ should do this or ‘the association’ should do that.  As the board of directors we look at these items and do our best to attend to them.  However, the board of directors is only seven people; ‘the association’ is the entire community, you are ‘the association’.  The projects and the work that needs to be done and that some of you have said you would like to see done often times require a good deal of time and energy.  Just like each of you, each member of the board has their own life, their own home, and family and job that they have to take care of.  Being on the board is not the only thing that we do.  The success of this association will depend on the involvement of the general membership.  Your participation at the monthly meetings, your involvement in projects around the community, your positive feedback on the things that board gets right are all keys to having a successful association.

There are maintenance issues that come up, and while we do have a maintenance person that we pay to do work around the neighborhood for us; he only has so many hours in the day, and the money that we pay him only goes so far.  Having the general membership chip in on some of these projects will help to keep our expenses down and allow us to spend that money in other areas that need attention.  We are looking at some projects coming up that involve the lake area.  There is plenty of work to be done up there and plenty of simple things that anyone can do to help us maintain the area.  It has been suggested that we start a neighborhood watch program.  The success of this will rely totally on community involvement.  Someone is always sending in a complaint about something in the neighborhood, and that is fine.  But, I would ask that along with your complaint, offer some suggestions on how the problem can be solved and get involved with the resolution of the situation.

This is your neighborhood and your association.  You are the driving force behind it, and without you and your participation we will be less than successful.  I hope to see each of you at the next association meeting.


Thanks, Robbi Hodson



