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            Sweetwater Village


                                 Newsletter


 October 2007                                                                                                                           Vol. 4





Sweetwater Village


     Landowners                


      Association


7224 Bayou George Dr


Panama City, Fl. 32404














    Monthly Board of 


Directors Meeting





Every first Saturday


Of the Month


With exception of 


Holiday weekends


In that case meetings


Will be held the 


Following Saturday





All Homeowners are


Welcomed


And encouraged to 


Attend





Meetings are held at the Pavilion





Meetings are called to order at 9:00am





We look forward to seeing you there!


 


Up coming Dates are:





September 8th


October 6th


November 3rd


December 1st
































President’s Corner





         We constantly receive e-mails and voice mails from homeowners complaining about the condition of neighbor’s homes and yards.  We have in the past had to explain that due to the lack of homeowner involvement that our hands were tied to do a whole lot about it.  Here is the situation.  In order to enforce the rules and regulations we have needed to have at least three homeowners who were not board members willing to serve as a ‘Fines and Penalties Committee’.  


         Well, I am happy to report that we finally have the people that we need to establish the committee.


          Every homeowner should have a copy of the rules and regulations for Sweetwater Village. Those who have recently moved in the Welcome Committee will soon be by and will provide you with your copy, if you cannot find your copy of them please contact the board and we will do our best to get this information to you promptly. 


         For those who are in violation of these rules and regulations, expect to be receiving a letter to inform you of the violation with a time to have the issue resolved.  In some instances you will be given three chances to correct the problem, others will require a more immediate fix.


         If you fail to resolve the issue in the allotted time, you will be given notice that the ‘Fines and Penalties Committee’ will hold a hearing to decide what, if any, fines should be assessed to your property.  


        Continued failure to comply will result in the work being done and charged to you should you fail to pay these charges a work lien with be place on your property and those charges will be added to your account. Should you fail to pay the fines this will result in the association taking you to court in turn you will end up paying all court costs and charges for this action. So you see this could become very expensive on you very quickly. 


        So you see would it not be better to correct the problem and enhance your property than go through all that? 


         This is not an action that the board wants to see happen or takes any delight in having to take.  However, it is up to the homeowner to keep things from getting to this level.


  It is not our desire to have to assess fines to homeowner properties, it is however our responsibility to ensure that everyone is following the rules and that our community continues to be a nice place to live.


Robbie Hodson/President
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On Line Services





Contact Information





Reserve Pavilion





Report Violations





Update Owner 


Information





Key and Pass


Request forms





All Association


Documents


By-Laws


Rules & Restrictions


Covenants & Restrictions for all


North’s Phases


Also for 


Sweetwater South





www.sweetwatervillage.com


























Need to make changes to the outside of your Property, add an addition, cut down a tree or build a fence? Be sure to follow the procedures in the documents:





1. Draw up plans concerning your project and show placement, size materials completion time and any other information necessary.





2. Submit your request to the Board of Directors and Architecture committee for approval.





3. Once approval is given, don't forget to check if there is any state or local permits required before construction begins.





4. Happy Hammering!





Failure to receive approval for changes may cause property owner to be subject to legal remedies.
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Important...





Remember there's no speeding anywhere! Sweetwater Village North and South's Posted speed limits are 20 MPH.





CHILDREN


AT          


PLAY!











Wondering Youths


Parents be aware of where your kids are!





     


     We are having an on going problem with some of the teenagers who live here in our community! 


     We have gotten several complaints on a few teenage boys wondering the neighborhood at night.  


     Causing damage to others personal property. Reports say that a lot of this is going on between the hours of 11:00pm and 3:00am. 


     It may be a good idea to check on your kids during the night just to make sure that they haven’t slipped out for a bit of mischief. 


     A couple of the boys have been partially identified and are being watched; as soon as their Parents are identified they will be notified. Should the problems persist, when the boys are caught the Sheriff’s dept will be called and charges pressed.


 


It’s a dangerous world that we live in do you know where your kids are at all times. 


Just because you tuck them in their beds does not mean that they stay there. It’s easy to check on them in the middle of the night, but impossible to replace them when their gone!
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Sweet Dreams Can Turn into Nightmares!








Board of Directors


























Sweetwater Village Landowners Association, Inc


7224 Bayou George Drive


Panama City, FL. 32404








Boats in the Lake





     It has been brought to the attention of the board of directors that there have been some boats left in Lake Joanna.  These boats need to be removed or they may be deemed abandoned and will be removed and disposed of.  If this is your boat, please remove it from the lake.   


     You are more than welcome to bring the boat back the next time you would like to use it, but they may not be left unattended in the lake.  Should you choose to bring your boat back to the lake, please park only in the parking area around the pavilion and carry the boat to the water.  Do not drive onto the beach or past the white picket fence.


      Please be mindful of the fact that the only access to the lake for the general members of the association is through the pavilion area.  All other property around the lake is private property and the home owner has the right to call the police and report you for trespassing should you cross onto their property to get to the lake.  Please respect your neighbors and their properties, use only the pavilion area to access the lake.


      There is a fifteen foot easement around the lake that you are welcome to walk on.  But again, the only access to that is through the pavilion area unless you own a piece of lakefront property.  There are to be no motorized vehicles on this fifteen foot easement.  There should be no motorized vehicles past the white picket fence at the pavilion area.  Driving vehicles around the edges of the lake encourages erosion of the beach and shoreline.


Misuse of the lake and non-resident use of the lake and pavilion area is becoming a problem.  


      The police have been called in the past when trespassing has been a problem, and they will be called in the future as needed.  If you have told friends or neighbors about the lake and invited them to use it, you must be at the lake with them; they are not to be there without you.


      Homeowner dues go to pay for the upkeep of the lake and pavilion area.  It is in all of our best interest not to let the area go to ruin.  Doing so will only cost each of us more in upkeep and maintenance of the area, and we have a lot of other work around the neighborhoods that the money could be spent on.
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From the Desk of the Secretary/Treasurer





     There is something that has been bothering me for quite some time now and I would like to get it off my mind for a little while at least.


     It’s very upsetting to me when a resident calls me and starts out the conversation with a statement along these lines, “The Association is not doing their job, or the Association has let things go down hill, or even the Association is not doing what it’s supposed to”, too many more to list but you get the idea.     


     I would like to remind everyone that each of you makes up the Association, which you are a member as long as your name is on the Deed to the property! Also, I would like to point out that the seven members of Board are Association members just like you except for one difference we are doing our part as best we can with the what resources we have.  


     We are dealing with legal issues, financial issues, maintenance issues, improvement issues, and much more! This is what we are supposed to do. I have even worked on issues that didn’t concern the Board because I knew it would benefit all who lived in the North, (Cedar Grove Dissolution) out of 148 members who live in the North we got 32 signatures, that’s sad. 


     We are not Law enforcement, nor dog catchers, nor truant officers. Our duties do not include enforcement of criminal or civil law, or catching loose pets, or rounding up unsupervised minors who parents aren’t paying attention.   


     It has taken three years to gather up enough people to form the fines and penalties committee so we can enforce our covenants and restrictions and all we ever needed was three people, THREE!


     We have been trying to get a neighborhood watch going in the North for over two years and still can’t get the support needed, but I sure do get the complaints. I guess you could say, all the statements I’ve been complaining about are true, Just remember this,


WE, THE BOARD ARE NOT THE ASSOCIATION, YOU ARE!


     Next time you have a complaint, or want to yell at someone for something that’s not getting done. Ask yourself, what have I done?





�





Diane J Reid


Sec/Treasurer


















































Help Wanted





 


Board of Directors for Sweetwater Village





Looking for Association Members who care!





Come and work with us to make our Community the best that it can be.





Our Community family needs you!





Fall Yard Sale





It’s that time again!


The Date has been set for our annual fall community yard sale.


October 20th


Break out all that junk you’ve wanted to turn to cash, drag out all those items that you seldom use or just don’t like any more, Christmas is around the corner and you need to get rid of all that stuff to make room for yes you guessed it more stuff.


Good Luck and Happy Sales.


$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$





Halloween is upon Us!





Be watchful for all our little ghosts and ghoulies that will be out at the end of the month haunting up as many sweet treats as they can find.


Decoration will make the festive holiday more fun for everyone so be creative.


Have a Hauntingly Happy Time!
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(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((





Second Annual 


Sweetwater Village Holiday Decoration Contest





Just wanted to remind you that when it comes time to start your Christmas decorating to remember the Board will select a judging committee to award for best decoration.


The winner will receive a gift card from Wal-Mart.


So share the love of Christ and show you Christmas spirit!
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The Board would like to wish each and every one of you a Happy and Festive Holiday Season!
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